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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 2014–2023 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.08 pm]: On Friday, 6 December, after wide-
ranging consultation and review over the past two years, I was pleased to release the approved Forest 
Management Plan for 2014–2023. There was a smooth transition to the new plan as it came into effect on 
1 January 2014. The release of this plan highlights the Liberal–National government’s commitment to protect 
Western Australia’s south west forests and provide for other uses valued by the community. Our south west 
forests are a major recreation and tourism drawcard. They are the catchment area for the water that supplies most 
of this state’s population and are the source of our main native forest products industry. 

The rich culture and heritage of the Noongar people and other Australian heritage are closely linked to the forest 
and I am committed to conserving this heritage. The plan covers 2.5 million hectares of national parks, nature 
reserves, conservation parks, state forest and timber reserves from Lancelin, north of Perth, to Denmark on the 
south coast. It provides clear policy direction for the next 10 years while allowing for some flexibility as new 
information becomes available. It strikes the right balance between ensuring biodiversity is protected and 
allowing for a sustainable native forest products industry. Some major initiatives of the plan include enhancing 
biodiversity protection by keeping additional habitat logs for numbats, as well as large marri trees for black 
cockatoo habitat. There will also be more monitoring and reporting on biological diversity and the proposal to 
add a further 4 000 hectares to the Whicher National Park near Busselton. 

I would like to thank the conservation commissioners and the staff of the Conservation Commission of 
Western Australia, as well as the staff from the Department of Parks and Wildlife who worked to prepare the 
plan, and all stakeholders across the conservation and industry arenas and state and local governments for their 
input and involvement. 
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